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SAO Comments:


The first four weeks of this new assignment are already behind me and I would like to thank everyone for the welcome I have received. It has definitely been a busy four weeks. The future will be equally time consuming as we continue to prepare for our war-and-peace-time missions.


Each time we have spoken or I have had the opportunity to address you, I have mentioned the importance of doing our business right. Right cannot be limited to our ability to fly AH-64s or UH-60s. It must encompass all aspects of what it takes to accomplish our assigned missions. As we forge ahead our focus will be on doing our mission right.


Doing it right also requires that we have the ability to seamlessly integrate with other aviation units and organizations; Active, Reserve and Guard. In order to accomplish this aspect of our mission we will continue to develop training relationships and participate in exercises that provide opportunities to learn and develop into relevant members of the Army.


Thank you again for your continued support. I look forward to the challenges ahead with confidence that we will be successful.









            - COL Greggory R. Cluff

Commander’s Comments:

As you read this, the Battalion’s A.T. is over. As of this writing it has been safe, with a lot of good training performed under trying conditions. Great Job!

Other big events that have occurred - COL Cluff is now with us, as the SAO and 211th Group Commander. I am sure that most of you have visited with or have at least seen him around. As mentioned in my previous article he has been assessing our program and finding ways that we can do things better.

As we ease into the rest of our summer flying schedule I ask a couple of things. First be safe. Be aware of all those things that make summer flying a challenge, things like the heat, dust, summer storms, etc. Second make all your training count. Take care of required training first. Make the flights you take challenging and productive. Use all the aircraft systems that you can to include communications. Finally if possible use the situational training exercises built by operations and fly multi-ship missions.


As you read the remainder of this newsletter I hope you see from the authors their concern for you and our flying program. Please take the time to read each article. If any of the shoes mentioned in these articles fit you (as they do me), then give some attention to those areas that need more attention.


Everyone – maintenance, operations, and aircrews, thanks for all your great work. Be safe and good training.










- LTC Rodney S. Robinson

Safety:

We had an incident a few weeks ago where an aircrew flew a training flight in an aircraft that was due a Maintenance Test Flight. The PIC for the flight reviewed the logbook but missed the write-up stating a Maintenance Test Flight was required. After the flight the crew learned that the aircraft was not ready for training flights. The good news is that the maintenance done on the aircraft was right on and the aircraft performed as expected. The bad news is that this aircraft slipped under the usually watchful eyes of maintenance, operations and the aircrew. We can all learn to do better on this one. For the sake of this article, I’ll just mention my area of responsibility. As the PC, I must review the logbook and determine for myself whether the aircraft is ready to fly. I can and should have the PI review it for his training as well, but in the end I know that it is the PC’s responsibility to make the final determination to fly it or not. Everyone is human and everyone will make mistakes, and sometimes like this, everyone made a mistake - so learn something from this one, everyone.








- CW4 Fabian “The Big ASO” Salazar

Maintenance:

Many of our pilots and crewchiefs need to do a better job of cleaning up after themselves upon exiting the aircraft. Our full-time Crewchiefs are becoming quite aggravated when the aircraft returns, and they find it full of trash. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.


Thanks for the hard work over the last couple of months we have accomplished a lot of maintenance tasks and have continued to provide the aircraft needed for training. Great Job Keep Up the Good Work!









- MAJ James Bledsoe

ALSE:

A kind reminder to be sure to take good care of the one piece of equipment solely designed to protect your noggin. We are starting to see a trend that could start costing us money and lots of time in repairs/replacements. Individuals are starting to use their helmets for more than they were designed for. They are being used as carriers for their checklists and knee boards, cup holders, and in some instances, cups themselves. When you pack your checklists and knee boards into the inside of your helmet the Styrofoam lining that is designed to protect your head in the event of an accident gets dented, chipped or chunks taken out of it. With that kind of damage it reduces the effectiveness of the Styrofoam lining, hence, leading to greater possibility of head injury. We have had a couple of instances where, upon performing regularly scheduled inspections, we have found coke, and coffee in a helmet (not in a cup or can, but actually inside the helmet lining). Needless to say, that is not very good for the equipment. Please be sure to take care of your equipment so that (heaven forbid) when you need it, it will be in prime condition to do what it was originally designed for. 

Standardization:

IAW the Commander’s Guide, ATM, CTL 72120-1 and unit SOP all FAC 1 and commander selected FAC 2, aircrewmembers are required to do MOPP 4 NBC flight training annually in your assigned aircraft or simulator. Additionally, these aircrewmembers are also required to complete an annual NBC flight evaluation This evaluation will be done during your APART quarter. If this is not done then you will be redesignated RL3 until the evaluation is completed. The goal is to complete this training and evaluation while flying at night using NVS or NVG. Read these publications for the details on the required tasks and training rules. See your unit IP to schedule your NBC evaluation.


Aircrew coordination refresher training is on the way. You will be required to complete training via a CD. ACC will now be included as a mandatory eval item during your APART and will require a 7122 entry. More to follow as the details of the new program are more clearly defined. See your unit IP for details.


It is time to refresh your knowledge on EPs, limits, and systems. You never know when you may need to put this knowledge to use in a real emergency and a frequent review of these areas may save your life. It would be a good idea to get flash cards for Chapter 5 and 9 and then write in the system correlation items from Chapter 2 and other areas of the –10 or ATM.


Remember to plan your flight and fly your plan and that it is the attention to detail that will help keep you out of trouble. Fly Safely!










- CW4 Kenneth S. Jones

Flight Operations:

An on going study of carpet wear has been underway in the AASF for the past 209 days. The wear of carpet through the Production Hub (Andy’s, Bruce’s, and Travis’ office) has become excessive. Draper is requesting that the loiter time and through traffic be limited to those who have official business only. Production Hub passes are  an option that is under investigation also. We are also investigating TAC Alley knock and response etiquette.


In an effort to keep your records up to date and current, we have been asking all who have completed courses to bring in your certificates of achievement. Some examples of course graduation certificates that we would need are as follows:  AQC, MP, IP, IE, EIEIO, etc. If you do not know what courses you have completed, check your 759 folder in the orders section. We are attempting to make you look as qualified as we possibly can, so take all those certificates off of your office walls and bring them in.

Miscellaneous Items:



July Drill Dates – NO DRILL IN JULY


July 4th – Independence Day   Please remember personal safety. We want you to have a great holiday, but we also want to see you in one piece afterwards.










July 24th – Utah Pioneer Day   Again, use common sense and be safe.










