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1.  Problem:  As the commander, it is your policy to occasionally walk around the company area and check out storage areas.  while on your walk, you smell gasoline in the caging area.

2.  Background:  Your unit went on a field training exercise (FTX) last month and all equipment was used.  At the conclusion of the FTX, all equipment was supposed to have been cleaned and properly stored.  However, in checking a couple of pieces of gas operated equipment this drill, you found fuel left in them.  You confronted the section sergeant and he stated he didn't know why they were not drained.  He said that everyone was told to drain all equipment prior to storage.

3.  Possible Solution:  As the commander, you have the ultimate responsibility for safety and fire hazards.  Appoint a Safety Officer and Safety NCO (full-time) to handle safety in the unit.  These personnel are responsible for ensuring that all safety and fire hazards are corrected.  All storage areas must be physically inspected for storage of flammable liquid.  If equipment is detected with fuel in it, then it must be drained, dried out, and restored.  Fuel must be emptied into an approved fuel container and not on the ground.  Emptying it on the ground creates an environmental hazard.  Also stress to your section sergeants the importance of follow-ups on section personnel.

4.  References:  AR 385-10, NGR 385-10, DA Pam 385-1, UTNGR 385-10.

5.  POC:  UT-DOAS-GS.

