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1.  Problem:  Your unit has been instructed to participate in a Field Training Exercise (FTX).  The exercise will be conducted in a wooded, rolling terrain.  You have been generally instructed to reduce environmental damage and to repair damages that occur.  You are, however, unsure as to the environmentally correct procedures to follow during the training exercises.

2.  Background:  During the FTX, your company will engage in some vehicle operations:  on-road movement, off-road movement, and tactical deployment.  You will perform motor vehicle maintenance.  Additionally, your company will be required to set up a perimeter defense.

3.  Possible Solution:  The company commander or a designated representative should sign-in with the Range Control Officer who will provide a briefing and/or written guidelines on the environ​mental concerns.  When conducting on-road vehicle movements, avoid parking or driving vehicles on road shoulders.  Threats to the natural environment occur primarily when vehicles are driven in off-road areas.  The tracks left by a heavy vehicle may be deep enough to form a channel through which the flow of runoff water can lead to the creation of gullies.  Heavy vehicles can also compact the soil which reduces plant growth and eventually leads to soil erosion.  Fording operations should be conducted only at suitable sites for reasons previously mentioned.  During tactical deployment, avoid vehicle movement through forested areas.  Such movement can damage trees due to soil compaction around the root system.


The cutting of trees and bushes for use as camouflage within the training areas should only be done after consultation with the installation forester.  Certain species of trees may be endan​gered or on a restricted lists.  Before setting up a perime​ter defense (such as natural materials), you must coordinate with Range Control and/or the local Environmental Office to avoid damage to historic or archaeological sites.  If you use smoke generators or CS gas as part of tactical operations, you should coordinate their use with Range Control also.  These generators need to be used away from agricultural lands to prevent crop damage, and wind activity should be checked to minimize smoke dispersal to surrounding towns or highways.  You must also recover field and barrier wire used during FTX.


Wire left behind may eventually damage tree and plant growth, thereby endangering wildlife and interfering with forestry operations.  Similarly, your personnel should not drive nails into trees to string communications wire because nails render the tree useless for lumber production.


Refueling should occur only at designated fuel points.  Protect ground surfaces by using drip pans and placing POL impervious sheets within earthen berms.  In the event of a spill, take appropriate action to stop the flow.  Every vehicle should carry absorbent material to clean up spills.  These materials are designed for use in the removal of POL products from the ground and the surface of the water.  In the event of a spill, notify Range Control and the Environmental Office immediately.


Waste disposal also has significant environmental impact.  Improper disposal of waste can result in threats to wildlife and the contamination of soils and waterways.  Substances spilled or dumped on the ground can move through the soil into underground waterways.  Spills into the waterways contaminate the water directly.  Place waste POL products in containers and dispose of them at designated waste POL collection points.  Waste POL must not be spread on the ground, buried, or dumped into sewers, ditches, or streams.  Solid waste collection sites must be established, especially for mess wastes.  Care should be given to segregate and separate trash for recycling purposes and dispos​al.  Disposal of human waste should be handled through the use of portable latrines.


The above scenario intends to provide guidelines for reducing environmental damage and also to retain the effectiveness of the training mission.  Many of the considerations described relate to compliance with federal and state regulations such as the Re​source Conservation and Recovery Act, National Historic Preserva​tion Act, and the Clean Air Act.  Limited space prohibits a more extensive discussion of environmental considerations in training exercises.  For further information, contact the installation Environmental Office.

4.  References:  Commander's Guide to Environmental Management, July 1991 (copies are available through the installation Environ​mental Office);  AR 420-724, Natural Resources - Land, Forest, and Wildlife Management, 1 July 1977, with Change 1 dated 1 February 1986; AR 200-2, Environmental Effects of Army Actions; AR 200-1, Environmental Law.

5.  POC:  Additional information may be obtained by contacting the STARC Environmental Manager, UT-ERM.

