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1.  Problem:  You want to throw a party for one of your officers.  You decide to hold the party at your house, in your backyard.  You also decide to use a GP medium tent and direct some of the soldiers in your unit to put up the tent.

2.  Background:  Trying to save some money, you choose to use the unit's GP medium tent rather than spending about $25.00 to rent one locally.

3.  Possible Solution:  Consult your local legal officer and refer to the Standards of Ethical Conduct for Government Officers and Employees.  The regulation states "Government facilities, property, and work assistance will be used only for official Government business.  This includes, but is not limited to, stationery, stenographic services, typing assistance, duplica​tion, chauffeur services, and computer facilities."  This prohi​bi​tion applies where the individual either knew or should have known that the property or service in question belonged to the government.  Subsequently, preserve your career and rent the tent from commercial sources or from a local post recreation center.  Additionally, ask those planning or attending the party to help you put up the tent.

4.  References:  Standards of Ethical Conduct for Government Officers and Employees; DoD Directive 5500.7, Joint Ethics Regula​tion.

5.  POC:  UT-SJA.

