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1.  Problem:  One of your soldiers immediately indicates that he or she wants to appeal punishment under a formal Article 15.  When does the punishment take effect?

2.  Background:  You have given an Article 15 and punishment is imposed (reduction to PFC, one-half of one month of pay).

3.  Possible Solution:  A punishment is imposed on the date that the commander signs block 4 on the DA Form 2627.  All punish​ments, if not suspended, take effect the date they are imposed unless the commander prescribes otherwise for one of the reasons noted in AR 27-10, paragraph 3-21b (usually field duty) at the time of imposition.  Once begun, deprivation of liberty punish​ments (such as restriction to barracks, chapel, or place of duty) will run continuously, except where temporarily interrupted due to the fault of the soldier (AWOL, emergency leave), or the soldier is physically incapacitated, or an appeal is not acted on as pre​scribed in AR 27-10, paragraph 3-21b.  If, when punishment is imposed, the soldier indicates a desire to appeal punishment, the punishment is still imposed until the appeal is reviewed by the next higher command (battalion commander).  The battalion com​mander may approve or reduce the punishment but not increase it.  All appeals will me made on DA Form 2627 or DA Form 2627-1 and forwarded through the company commander or successor-in-command, when applicable, to the superior authority.  Action by the superior authority on appeal will be entered on item 9, DA Form 2627 or item 5 on DA 2627-1.  A superior authority will act on the appeal expeditiously.  In some cases, depending upon type of punishment (reduction from E-4 or higher, forfeiture of pay) the appeal must be referred to a Judge Advocate for advice; also, any case may be referred.

4.  References:  AR 27-0, Military Justice, para 3-21b; and FM 27-1, Legal Guide for Commanders.

5.  POC:  UT-SJA.

