85th Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team Fact Sheet

· The 85th Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team (WMD CST) supports civil authorities at a domestic chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or explosives (CBRNE) incident site by identifying CBRNE agents/substances, assessing current and projected consequences, advising on response measures, and assisting with appropriate requests for additional resources.

· The 85th CST consists of 22 highly skilled, full-time members of the Army and Air National Guard who are federally resourced, trained and evaluated but fall under the command and control of the governor. 

· CST teams have been formed by congressional mandate with the specific mission of protecting the homeland at local and state levels and helping to save American lives in the event of a terrorist attack or significant natural disaster.
· Over the past year team members have acquired approximately 600-800 hours of initial training over and above their military occupational skill qualification.
· Team members have received training from several Department of Defense schools, along with other agencies to include the National Fire Academy, FEMA, EPA, and Department of Energy.
· The 85th is available for rapid deployment for WMD response operations and is a high-priority response unit supporting civil authorities in responding to a WMD situation.
· Their knowledge of the emergency management system, expertise in emergency response operations, and technical capabilities provides tremendous assistance to local incident commanders.  
· WMD terrorism requires rapid response to a suspected or actual terrorist attack.  CSTs provide assessment of the damage, consultation on logistics, medical, chemical and biological defense, and transmission of the situation to higher headquarters to facilitate follow-on military forces.  

· The 85th CST is a high-priority response unit supporting civil authorities in responding to a WMD situation.

· The WMD CST is designed to support the Incident Commander System (ICS).  

· The unit possesses satellite, secure digital and voice communications to provide connectivity with both civil and military forces within the operational conditions. 

· CSTs are required to maintain personal protective equipment sets that exceed those provided to military forces. 

· The 85th CST is equipped with leading-edge technology in order to provide a rapid assessment and advice to the incident commander when responding and operating in an area suspected of containing unknown contamination. 

· Additionally, high-end detection equipment is available to detect a greater range of substances, including toxic industrial materials, organic substances, chemical and biological warfare agents, and radiological materials.
