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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Utah National Guard Receives National Recruiting Award

DRAPER, Utah — The Utah National Guard’s Recruiting and Retention Battalion received National Guard Bureau’s Diamond Award for its overall achievement in six strength-management categories at the NGB Recruiting Awards Conference last weekend in Washington, DC.

Lieutenant Gen. Clyde Vaughn, director of the Army National Guard, presented the award to Lt. Col. Mark Drown, commander of the Battalion, who was joined by Command Sgt. Maj. Brett Johnson at NGB’s annual recruiting-awards conference.

Of all 54 U.S. states and territories, only Utah, Georgia, Ohio and Mississippi, were recognized for exceeding NGB’s goals in end strength, accessions (non prior-service enlistments), retention, attrition, RSP (Recruiting Sustainment Program), officer strength and enlisted strength.

Drown explained that the award was created this year and is intended to recognize superior results in a variety of categories.

“This is a really neat award because it says we’ve done our job across the board,” he said. “And we’re on track to do it again next year,” noting that recruiting number are as strong as they have ever been in the Utah Guard.
Crediting the efforts of his Recruiting staff, Drown also praised the commanders and sergeants major of the major commands (MACOM) of the Utah Guard, who also had a hand in helping the state qualify for the award.

“The MACOM commanders and the sergeants major are the ones who keep people in the Guard,” added Drown. “Our recruiters will go and get them, but the commands retain them.” 
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