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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard’s 489th Brigade Support Battalion Conducts Change of Command

CAMP WILLIAMS, Utah — The 489th Brigade Support Battalion of the Utah National Guard conducted a change-of-command ceremony Saturday, Dec. 13 at the Readiness Center at Camp Williams.
At the ceremony, Lt. Col. Milada A. Copeland, of Sandy, Utah, officially relinquished command of the unit to Lt. Col. Thomas C. Fisher, of Grand Junction, Colo.

Among the officials at the ceremony were Brig. Gen. Jefferson Burton, assistant adjutant general of the Utah National Guard, and Col. Don Summit, commander of the 115th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, the higher headquarters for the 489th.
Copeland has led the 489th since February 2007. She is a full-time employee of the Utah National Guard and currently serves as the administrative officer for the 115th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade at Camp Williams.

During Copeland’s tenure as commander, the many accomplishments of the 489th include the transition from the 115th Engineer Battalion (the previous designation of Copeland’s battalion) to its current configuration, which now boasts the capability of supporting a multifunctional brigade in logistics, supply and maintenance.

Copeland also provided command and control for the deployment and re-deployment of the 116th Convoy Security Company and the deployment of her battalion staff to Germany for the Torgau 2007 exercise.
In her final words to her troops as commander, Copeland thanked her Soldiers and her staff for their accomplishments over the last two years. 

“It takes a lot of work to keep this big ship moving day in and day out,” she said. “I want to thank you for what you have done.”

Copeland also praised her senior enlisted Soldier in the battalion, Command Sgt. Maj. Derek Diamond, for his support and leadership.

“What a great advocate and trainer you have,” she said to her Soldiers, “I appreciate his strength and wisdom.”

“You have the next two years to look forward to and all the knowledge you will gain as a new battalion,” Copeland continued. “As a new organization you have a lot to learn. It’s a very exciting time.” 

“Lt. Col. Fisher is the perfect person to lead you with his experience,” she concluded. “He has a lot of experience and he will help this battalion become the best BSB it can be.”

Following Copeland’s remarks, Summit, Copeland, Fisher and Diamond stood in a diamond-shaped grouping in front of the Battalion’s formation to carry out the time-honored tradition of passing the flag to formalize the change of command. Copeland received the unit’s colors from Diamond, who passed them to brigade commander Summit. He then gave the colors to Fisher, who then handed them back to Diamond, completing the brief but significant exchange.  

“I know the Soldiers in the battalion will live up to your expectations,” Fisher told Burton and Summit during his first remarks as the new commander of the 489th.

“The Brigade does not move, the Brigade does not eat without this unit,” explained Fisher to his Soldiers about their new role as the unit responsible to provide mission-critical support to rest of the Brigade. “We provide the supplies, food, ammunition, fuel and water. The main thing is that the Brigade doesn’t do anything unless we do something.” 

Fisher is a resident of Grand Junction, Colo. He was commissioned as a Quartermaster officer in 1990. In his career he has served as a commander, operations officer, logistics officer, aide-de-camp and platoon leader.

In his civilian occupation, Fisher is Director of Regional Services for Mesa County, Colo. He will assume command of approximately 300 Soldiers.

“Right now is the most difficult time for any new unit,” reflected Copeland after the ceremony. “The honeymoon of the transformation is gone, and now the hard work begins. But this is a great unit and it has great leadership, so I think they will be very successful.”

“I’m looking forward to working with this new unit,” said Fisher. “We’re all trying to figure out what our support role will be. This is a great battalion; there are a lot of bright faces out there, ready to learn. I look forward to working with them.” 
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