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Utah Guard Soldier Enlists during October Ceremony in New York’s Times Square
NEW YORK CITY - The three Army components marked the successful end of the 2008 recruiting year with an enlistment ceremony honoring the Army’s 2008 “Faces of Strength” here at the Times Square recruiting station in the heart of Manhattan.

Welcoming the newest members of the Army, Army National Guard and Army Reserve to the force was Secretary of the Army Pete Geren.

Among the nine enlistees were three members of the Army National Guard, including: Pvt. Danielle Cote of Alabama; Pvt. Joseph Rios of New York; and Pvt. Justin Sanders of Cinton, Utah.

Their enlistment while the Army is at war demonstrates their commitment to service, Geren said.

The Soldiers representing the Army’s "Faces of Strength" signified what young men and women become after being immersed in the Army training and value system. They include decorated war veterans, an Olympic athlete, the Army's two top Drill Sergeants of the Year and the Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year.

“We are a nation long at war, seven years at war and today we are celebrating the 170 thousand men and women from all components who joined our ranks,” Geren said.

The Army faces the most challenging recruiting environment since the military became all-volunteer more than 35 years ago. Only three out of 10 Americans age 17 to 24 qualify for military service. The rest do not meet the Army's standards for health, education or character, Geren said.

-more-

"We are proud of the men and women who step forward in the middle of a war and raise their hand to serve," Geren said. "That tells you a lot about the character of those men and women, about their patriotism, about their commitment. They are the strength of our nation."

The Army exceeded its 2008 fiscal year goal of 170,000 Soldiers by Sept. 30, with more than 63,000 of those troops coming from the Army National Guard.  The final report on the annual recruiting effort is expected on Oct. 10.

Geren acknowledged the contribution from the reserve components when he remarked on the significant impact that New York Soldiers are currently making overseas.

“There are today more than 700 Army reservists serving overseas and some 2,000 Soldiers of the New York Army National Guard in Afghanistan and Iraq,” he added.

“Over the past three years, we’ve seen the Army National Guard grow from 333,000 to 362,000 Citizen Soldiers,” said Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Taluto, the adjutant general for the New York State National Guard.  “The Guard has been called more than ever in that time period and it is a remarkable success story to attract almost 29,000 great Americans to our rolls during such challenging times.” 

“I’m proud that the Army National Guard exceeded its portion of the Total Army’s recruiting goal this past fiscal year,” Taluto said.  “Whether here in New York or across the nation, the Army National Guard exceeded our overall accessions goal, finishing the 2008 recruiting year about 107 percent above our goal.”

The decision to hold the ceremony at the Times Square recruiting station was important, Geren explained.

“The Times Square Recruiting Station original structure was erected here in New York in October 1945.  For 63 years, it has been a first stop for young men and women entering the Army,” Geren said.  “It has stood as a symbol of America’s commitment to the Army.” 

“Creighton Abrams (the Army’s decorated WWII tank commander and later Chief of Staff from 1972-74) once said “People are not in the Army. They are the Army,”” he said.


Gen. William Wallace, commander of the Army's Training and Doctrine Command center at Fort Monroe in Virginia administered the oath of enlistment to the recruits.


Nineteen-year old Joseph Rios, the newest Citizen Soldier from the Bronx, remarked that the Army National Guard was an ideal way to keep his military service in the family.  He will now serve alongside his brother, Javier.

-more-

“Everything the Guard offered outdid every branch in benefits, money,” said Joseph Rios. 
"It's a family tradition for us. We wanted to become something more," said Javier Rios, 23, who joined the New York Army National Guard with his brother. 

The Rios brothers’ contributions to the overall recruiting effort helped the New York Army National Guard achieve a strength greater than 10,270 for fiscal year 2008, exceeding its goal of 10,100.  This represents a net growth of 670 Soldiers during the year.  

“It takes a special person to raise their right hand and be a part of an Army at war,” Wallace said.  “They are indeed the pride and promise of our nation.”

-30-

