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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah’s ESGR Chairman Retires, Receives National Award
SANDY, Utah — Retired Brig. Gen. James G. Martin, state chairman for the Utah Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve, received the Secretary of Defense Medal for Outstanding Public Service Sept. 26 at a farewell dinner held in his honor.

The award Martin, an Ogden resident, received is the second-highest award presented by the Department of Defense for volunteer public service. He was a member of the Utah National Guard for nearly 30 years and finished his military career as Assistant Adjutant General–Army in 1989. Martin has held his current post since 2002, being responsible for coordinating and overseeing the statewide efforts of the ESGR program.

Employer Support to the Guard and Reserve is a Department of Defense agency staffed by volunteers throughout the country, which seeks to gain and maintain employer support for Guard and Reserve service by recognizing outstanding employer support, increasing awareness of the law and resolving conflicts through informal mediation. The program also develops and promotes a culture in which all American employers support and value the military service of their employees.

Retired Col. Bart O. Davis, of Midvale, also a former member of the Utah National Guard, will assume Martin’s duties effective Oct. 1. 

“General Martin's contributions to the State of Utah and the National Committee for ESGR have earned him the highest respect from ESGR volunteers throughout the United States and at the highest levels of the Department of Defense,” said Kim Watts, executive director of the Utah ESGR Committee.
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