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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard’s I Corps Artillery Becomes the 65th Fires Brigade
CAMP WILLIAMS, Utah — The Utah National Guard’s I Corps Artillery will officially deactivate, and the 65th Fires Brigade will be activated in a ceremony Sunday, Sept. 14, at 9 a.m. at the Camp Williams parade field.

At the ceremony, Brig. Gen. Michael R. Liechty, of Providence, will relinquish command to Lt. Col. Richard Miller, of Highland. Liechty has commanded I Corps Artillery since March 2007. Miller was commander of Second Battalion, 222nd Field Artillery, when the unit deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2005-2006.

The transition from I  Corps Artillery to the 65th Fires Brigade is part of an overall Army master plan to restructure the fighting force to a more mobile, responsive and modular organization. The Utah Guard’s 115th Engineer Group recently underwent a similar structural transformation to become the 115th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade.

The 65th will be comprised of the following units in several states:

· 1-145th Fires Battalion (Paladin) – Utah National Guard

· 2-222nd Fires Battalion (Paladin) – Utah National Guard

· 5-113th Fires Battalion (HIMARS) – North Carolina National Guard 

· 1-178th Fires Battalion (PALADIN) – South Carolina National Guard

· 1-214th Fires Battalion (PALADIN) – Georgia National Guard

· 340th Brigade Support Battalion – California National Guard

· F/144 Target Acquisition Battery – California National Guard

· 156th Signal Company – Michigan National Guard.

The lineage of the 65th Fires Brigade traces back to the 65th Artillery, which was mustered into service in 1917 for World War I. In 1936, the 65th Artillery Brigade became part of the Utah National Guard with Brig. Gen. William G. Williams as its commander, for whom Camp Williams is named.

-more-

The 65th was activated for service in World War II, serving under the 40th Infantry Division. In 1946 the 65th was redesignated as XLIII Corps Artillery and in 1950 was renamed XI Corps Artillery, later serving during the Berlin Crisis in 1961-62.

In 1984, XI Corps became I Corps Artillery, and its units and Soldiers have served in support of Operations Desert Shield/Storm, Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.

Media Notes:  Camp Williams is located at 17800 S. Camp Williams (Redwood) Road at the Salt Lake-Utah County line. Once you arrive at the main gate, the security guard will direct you to the parade field. For questions please contact Lt. Col. Hank McIntire at (801) 420-4778.
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