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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah Guard’s 1-145th Field Artillery Honors Soldiers’ Iraq Service

DRAPER, Utah —The Utah National Guard’s First Battalion, 145th Field Artillery, will hold a Freedom-Salute Ceremony for its Operation Iraqi Freedom veterans Sunday, Aug. 24, at 10 a.m. at Abravanel Hall in Salt Lake City.

 

At the ceremony, approximately 360 Soldiers will receive the “Freedom Salute Award” to publicly acknowledge their service in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom from June 2007 to May 2008.

 

The award consists of a commemorative flag and case, a Defender of Freedom certificate, lapel pins and a commemorative coin. Employers of Soldiers will also be recognized at the ceremony and receive an Employer Freedom Medal and lapel pin.

Under the leadership of Lt. Col. Karl Wright, of Eugene, Ore., and Command Sgt. Maj. James Liechty, of Wellsville, Soldiers of the 1-145th performed military-police duties at Camp Bucca, Iraq, one of the largest Coalition detention facilities in the Central Command theater of operations.
More information on the 1-145th Field Artillery is available at the following Internet links:

· http://www.ut.ngb.army.mil/html/pao/news/19dec07.htm
· http://www.ut.ngb.army.mil/html/pao/news/13oct07.htm 
· http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=3420655  
 

Media Notes: Abravanel Hall is located at the corner of West Temple and South Temple in downtown Salt Lake City. Parking is available for $5 per vehicle in the Salt Palace Convention Center’s west lot at 300 W. 50 S. Be sure to mention that you are with the "Freedom Salute" to get the discounted rate. On the day of the ceremony please contact Cadet Drew Howells for more information at (801) 787-3070.
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