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Air National Guardsmen return home 
from fueling the fight in Afghanistan

Media are invited to cover the redeployment on Sunday, Aug. 3, 2008 at 12:30 p.m.
SALT LAKE CITY – Approximately 40 Airmen from the 151st Air Refueling Wing, Utah Air National Guard, will return home Sunday at approximately 12:30 p.m. after deploying in support of OPERATION Enduring Freedom.  

The Airmen are a contingent of more than 130 Utah Air Guardsmen and four aircraft that were deployed to Manas Air Base, Kyrgyz Republic for the past two months as part of the ongoing global war on terror. Their mission was to provide KC-135 refueling support to Coalition aircraft operating in the skies above Afghanistan.   

"The mission [in Afghanistan] is awesome," said Major Casey Knowlton, a pilot with the 191st Air Refueling Squadron. "On [one of] my last flights, we refueled A-10s from the Idaho ANG. These are the very same guys we refuel back home everyday on training missions - only now we were doing in combat what we trained to do. It was incredible to watch them fuel up, break off and strafe enemy positions in the mountains just below us before returning back to our boom to repeat the process. It feels good to directly contribute to lives saved on the ground." 

The Airmen directly contributed to ongoing operations at Manas Air Base, and broke several records, including the number of aircraft launched and the amount of fuel they offloaded in a single day. All four 151st ARW KC-135s flew July 8, when the wing launched a total of 15 aircraft and offloaded 975,000 pounds of fuel to a variety of Coalition aircraft.


"It's incredibly rewarding to contribute to the mission here," said Chief Master Sgt. Joe Mace, the 151st ARW's In-Flight Refueling Program Manager or "Chief Boom." "There's a lot of pride in the face of our Guardsmen knowing that their sweat and effort is having a tangible impact for the troops on the ground," said the Chief.

The 151st ARW is the second ANG tanker unit to deploy to Manas AB. The 1,000 Airmen serving at Manas AB epitomize the Total Force concept, in which expeditionary combat wings are comprised of a mixture of Active Duty, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard Airmen, as well as government civilians and contractors.

Media Notes: Media desiring to cover this arrival should plan on being at the Utah Air National Guard Base, located at 765 No. 2200 West by 11:00 a.m.  Please contact MSgt. Burke Baker at (801) 891-5165 for additional information.
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