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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Renowned Author and Lecturer Speaks at Fort Douglas Museum Aug. 2
SALT LAKE CITY— Distinguished historian and author, Douglas McChristian, will speak at the Fort Douglas Museum Saturday, Aug. 2, at 6 p.m., in a presentation entitled “Cavalry, Dragoons, or Mounted Riflemen?: Conflicting Identities of the U.S. Cavalry in the West."
McChristian will also answer questions and sign copies of his books. The presentation will run approximately 45 minutes and is free of charge to the public. Fort Douglas Museum is located on old Fort Douglas at 31 Potter Street on the University of Utah campus.

A 34-year veteran of the National Park Service, Doug McChristian is a recognized authority on the military in the American West.  He has been chief historian at the Little Bighorn Battlefield, and served at Forts Laramie, Larned, Davis and Union in Wyoming, Kansas, Texas and New Mexico, respectively.  McChristian is the author of a number of books on military forts, uniforms and equipment of the frontier army.

Following McChristian’s presentation, he will lead a tour of the museum’s exciting temporary exhibition on the U.S. Cavalry in the West. This exhibit features rare original uniforms, saddles and weapons used by the cavalry from 1858 to 1943 when the cavalry was mechanized. 

In addition, the public is invited to bring in their personal military antiques to have them identified. Learn more about the historic treasures you have hidden away in your attic or closet. Mr. McChristian and other experts will be available to examine any items brought in and to share information about them. 

This event is sponsored by The Utah Humanities Council, American Express, University of Utah Guest House and Conference Center, and the Fort Douglas Museum Association. Directions to the museum or further information are available on the museum’s website (www.fortdouglas.org) or by calling (801) 581-1251. 

The Fort Douglas Museum, operated by the Utah National Guard and the Fort Douglas Museum Association, is open free of charge Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.  The Fort Douglas Museum is located at 31 Potter Street on the University of Utah campus.  The mission of the museum is to interpret the history of Fort Douglas and to tell the story of Utahns who have served in uniform both in the past and the present. 
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