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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Soldiers Receive Silver Star, Bronze Star June 19
DRAPER, Utah — Two Utah National Guard Soldiers will be decorated for their service in Afghanistan in 2006-2007 with the Silver Star and Bronze Star, respectively, in a ceremony Thursday, June 19, at 10:30 a.m. at the Utah Guard’s Draper headquarters auditorium.
Provo resident 1st Lt. Tyler J. Jensen, 19th Special Forces Group (Airborne), will receive the Silver Star for his actions on Jan. 27, 2007, while deployed with I Corps Artillery (Forward) as an Embedded Transition Team mentor to members of the Afghan National Army.

“His combat patrol was ambushed by an estimated 100 anti-government forces in Sangaar, Uruzgon Province, Afghanistan,” read the award citation. “First Lieutenant Jensen repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire to save a fellow Soldier who was wounded. His courage, superlative combat skills, and tactical leadership under overwhelming direct enemy fire were instrumental in preventing the enemy from overrunning his patrol.”

The Silver Star is awarded for “gallantry in action against an enemy of the United States while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force, or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing armed force,” according to Army Regulation 600-8-22, Military Awards. The decoration is the third-highest medal for valor, after the Congressional Medal of Honor and the Distinguished Service Cross.

It is the first Silver Star awarded to a member of the Utah National Guard in recent memory, to include Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and Desert Storm.

Captain Chad A. Pledger, of North Ogden, also of the19th, will receive the Bronze Star with “V” device for “exceptional gallantry and valor in the face of a determined enemy” for his actions Nov. 26, 2006, in Afghanistan while deployed as a member of I Corps Artillery (Forward).
-more-
According to the award citation, “Pledger’s temerity and skill resulted in an effective counterattack against an entrenched enemy ambush that not only saved the lives of numerous . . . Soldiers, but also enabled the recovery of a U.S. casualty.” That casualty was 2nd Lt. Scott B. Lundell, also of the Utah National Guard, who died in that firefight.

As AR 600-8-22 explains, the Bronze Star is awarded for “heroic or meritorious achievement or service . . . in connection with military operations against an armed enemy.” And the “V” device “is worn to denote participation in acts of heroism involving conflict with an armed enemy.”
Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 420-4778 for additional information.
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