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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Hosts 47th Annual Minuteman Awards Dinner June 11
SALT LAKE CITY — The Utah National Guard will host its 47th Annual Minuteman Awards Dinner Wednesday, June 11, at Salt Lake’s Little America Hotel at 7:30 p.m.

The Honorary Colonels Corps of Utah is sponsoring the event. The Corps is an organization of community leaders who promote goodwill and positive relations between the National Guard and local Utah communities. Members provide annual support for Utah Army and Air National Guard activities such as the Freedom Academy and the Veterans Day Concert.

Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet and Honorary Colonels Corps Commander, retired Brig. Gen. E.J. “Jake” Garn, will present Bronze Minuteman awards to Governor Jon Huntsman, Father Michael A. Kouremetis, Robert L. Stayner, Chief Warrant Officer Layne S. Pace, Kaziah Hancock, Master Sgt. Sterling Poulson, Hesther Rippy and Kevin D. Head for their individual devoted service to and leadership among the citizens of Utah.

A business leader and former U.S. diplomat, Huntsman was elected governor of Utah in 2004. His public service career began as a White House staff assistant and has included senior appointments in the Commerce Department and the State Department, as well as service as Deputy United States Trade Representative.  He was twice unanimously confirmed by the Senate as a U.S. Ambassador. As governor, he also serves as commander in chief of the Utah National Guard. He is active in his role as leader of Utah’s Airmen and Soldiers, having traveled twice to Iraq and once to Afghanistan to assess conditions there and express his personal thanks to Utahns in uniform.

Kouremetis is a graduate of the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Mass. He has served in various parishes to include Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Merrillville, Ind.; Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, Long Beach, Calif.; Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Atlanta, Ga.; St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Manchester, N.H.; and the Greek Orthodox Community of Greater Salt Lake, Prophet Elias Church. He has received the Volunteer Appreciation Award from Midvale City and is currently a member of the National Archdiocesan Clergy Council for the Greek Orthodox Church. 
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A Wyoming native, Stayner worked as a draftsman for Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph while attending the University of Utah and served four years at sea as an officer in the U.S. Navy. After college he became a certified public accountant, working for Price Waterhouse and Deloitte and Touche for 20 years before starting his own accounting firm, Stayner & Co., in 1977. He has served on the boards of a number of civic, charitable and professional associations and has been a member of the Honorary Colonels Corps since 2000.

Pace has been a member of the Utah National Guard for 35 years, serving with the 19th Special Forces Group and the 211th Aviation. He flew the first Apache helicopter to come to Utah in 1989. As a member of the 211th, he deployed to Afghanistan in 2004-2005. While there, in addition to performing his demanding military duties, he organized humanitarian relief missions for orphanages and remote villages. Upon returning to Utah he helped found the nonprofit Afghanistan Orphanage Project,  where he currently serves as president. 

Hancock is an internationally known artist from Manti who for the past five years has donated her services to the families of fallen Service members.  In 2003, she began offering one free 18 x 24-inch oil painting to a relative or friend of military members killed while serving on active duty during the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Her paintings have been instrumental in assisting in the healing process for hundreds of military families.  To date, she has personally painted nearly 500 portraits.

Poulson is a meteorologist for local CBS affiliate KUTV Channel 2 News. He gained his weather experience during his ten years with the United States Air Force. In 1970-71 Poulson served a 13-month tour in Vietnam. He was later given a special assignment to the National Emergency Command Aircraft, 1st Airborne Command Control Squadron, in direct support of Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. His television career began in 1985 when he joined KSL television in Salt Lake City as a weather producer and meteorologist. He is currently a member of the Utah Air National Guard, assigned to the State Headquarters Public Affairs staff.

In 1997 at the age of 71, Rippy began volunteering as a literacy specialist at the request of her church. Three years later she initiated a program where children received one-on-one tutoring from high school students. Today she oversees a literacy center in Lehi, where students and trained volunteer tutors work with students of various backgrounds, ages, and abilities. She personally donates over 40 hours of her time per week at the Center. Rippy has earned numerous awards including The Huntsman Award for Excellence in Education and three Presidential Service Awards including the Point of Light Award, presented by President George W. Bush for her outstanding support and development of literacy programs for Utah’s youth.

Head is president and chief executive officer of Mesa Systems, Inc., the 11th largest agent of United Van Lines, and Utah’s largest mover of corporate transferees. In 2007 he helped organize the Feed Uncle SAM project to support deployed troops from the Utah National Guard. Last Christmas the organization sent 720 care packages to Soldiers and Airmen in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Governor Huntsman and Maj. Gen. Tarbet recently honored Head’s efforts with the Commander’s Award for Public Service.  This award is given to recognize service or achievements that contribute significantly to the accomplishment of the mission of an Army activity, command, or State agency.

Media Notes: Salt Lake’s Little America Hotel is located at 500 S. Main. Media are welcome to cover the black-tie event. There will be a receiving line for dignitaries at 6:30 p.m. prior to the dinner.
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