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World War II Veteran Receives Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 63 Years After the Fact

CAMP WILLIAMS, Utah — Retired Army Sergeant Kenneth Berry, 83, of Kearns, will receive a Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and other medals earned during service in World War II at a ceremony at Camp Williams headquarters building (8000) Saturday, May 3, at 6 p.m.

Due to paperwork errors and a unit transfer, Berry never received his medals while still in uniform with the U.S. Army’s 2nd Armored Division. He fought in the Battle of the Bulge and four other major combat operations during the war.

After herculean efforts by his son Richard to track down his military records, which were nearly destroyed by a fire at the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis in 1973, the family received word in March that Berry was eligible for the following medals and awards:

· Bronze Star

· Purple Heart

· Army Good Conduct Medal

· Combat Infantryman Badge

· Meritorious Unit Commendation

· European-African Middle-Eastern Campaign Medal with Silver Service Star

· World War II Victory Medal

· Honorable Service Lapel Button

· Belgian Fourragere

Colonel Robert Dunton, commander of Army Garrison Camp Williams, Utah National Guard, will present the medals to Berry on behalf of the U.S. Military.

Media Notes:  Camp Williams is located at 17800 S. Camp Williams (Redwood) Road at the Salt Lake-Utah County line. Once you arrive at the main gate, the security guard will direct you to the ceremony. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 420-4778 for additional information.
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