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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Soldiers of the 116th Engineer Company Return from Iraq
SALT LAKE CITY – Soldiers of the 116th Engineer Company (Convoy Security), Utah National Guard,  will return home Wednesday, April 16, after serving 11 months in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
The unit deployed in May 2007, and provided daily convoy security operations all across Northern Iraq.  Soldiers arrived at Camp Shelby, Miss., earlier this week and have been undergoing demobilization processing.

The approximately 140 Soldiers of the 116th will arrive on Wednesday at the Utah Air National Guard Base on two separate flights arriving at 2:45 p.m. and 3:45 p.m.

Well over a quarter million miles were logged by the 116th as they provided convoy security operations in Northern Iraq, delivering critical logistics support over an area approximately the size of Pennsylvania.

Five members of the 116th were awarded the Purple Heart Award in February for injuries received as a result of Improvised Explosive Device (IED) attacks on various convoys in August 2007.
In March Soldiers from the 116th distributed thousands of dollars worth of humanitarian and educational supplies to two villages in Northern Iraq.  The items were donated by individuals and businesses throughout Utah as part of the “Feed Uncle SAM” drive that took place between September and November last year.
Media Notes: The Utah Air National Guard Base is located at 765 N. 2200 W., Salt Lake City (just east of the Salt Lake International Airport).  Media desiring to cover the return of the 116th should plan to arrive at the base by 2:00 p.m.  Please contact 1Lt. Kevin Larsen at (801) 245-2240 or Lt. Col. Lisa Olsen at (801) 245-2446 for additional information.
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