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Utah Employers Show Support for Utah Soldiers with Visit
FORT SILL, Okla.— Members of Utah’s business community took time away from their organizations to show support for their employees currently deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Several dozen local and national businesses were represented during an on-site visit with  Second Battalion, 211th Aviation, of the Utah Army National Guard. The 211th has been completing  final mobilization training at Fort Sill prior to their departure to Kuwait as part of their 12- month tour of duty.

The visit was sponsored by Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), a Department of Defense organization created to educate employers about the various laws protecting military service members who deploy and leave their civilian jobs in support of military operations and the Global War on Terrorism.

Accompanying ESGR representatives were Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, adjutant general for the Utah National Guard, and Command Sgt. Maj. Bruce Summers. The visit gives business leaders the opportunity to see firsthand what their Soldiers will be doing while deployed to the Middle East.

During the visit John Esplin, Wells Fargo Heath Benefits Services, was the recipient of the National Patriot Award, which is an honor given to outstanding employers who show support for their Guard and Reserve employees.  Employers are nominated by their military Service member who feels that their employers have gone above and beyond what is required.

“I was incredibly shocked and surprised by this honor,” said Esplin.
 Speaking of his visit and employee he continued, “It was phenomenal; she is a great employee and a great leader. She is the Chief Battle Captain for the unit and she makes me proud.”

Several companies represented on the visit were the Salt Lake City Police Department; Davis County Sheriff; Mapleton Police Department; Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce; McKay-Dee Hospital; Firehose Pizza; Kroger, Waddell & Reed Financial Services; Allen’s Camera; and many others.

The 211th will be departing for the Middle East later this month for Kuwait. They will be flying Blackhawk helicopters in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Their primary mission will be to conduct personnel transport and medical evacuation flights. The 211th is anticipated to return from the region early next year.
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