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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
116th SECFOR Soldiers Receive Purple Heart
By Sgt. 1st Class Scott Evans, of Saratoga Springs,

currently deployed with the 116th in Iraq
AL QAYYARAH, Iraq — Staff Sgt. Gordon Shute, of Orem; Staff Sgt. Justin Olson, of Clearfield; Cpl. Wesley Gale, of Richfield; Spc. Brian Jenkins, of Ephraim; and Spc. Zachary Rinck, of Taylorsville; all from the 116th Engineer Company (SECFOR), Utah National Guard, received the Purple Heart presented by LTC Rodney D. Fogg, 17th CSSB Battalion commander, during three separate award ceremonies held in February 2008.   

The Purple Heart is awarded to members of the Armed Forces for wounds, injuries or death suffered as a result of any action against an enemy of the United States.  The five Soldiers all received injuries as a result of Improvised Explosive Device (IED) attacks on various convoys in August 2007.  
The 168 members of the 116th deployed in May 2007 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom where they daily perform convoy-security operations all throughout Iraq, delivering critical logistics support over an area the size of Pennsylvania. As of Feb. 1, 2008, the 116th has logged a total of 267,903 miles, which is equal to driving from Los Angeles to Miami 98 times.  
Although the mission of the Company is dangerous, Soldiers of the 116th have been very successful at Counter-IED Operations.  The unit’s demonstrated mission success during all operations is directly linked to the outstanding professionalism and dedication of all their Soldiers and leaders.
A primary goal of the 116th’s leadership is to bring all their Soldiers home better than when they departed.
“I’m just extremely thankful to be serving with the caliber of soldier we have here.  It’s an honor to serve with such professional, reliable soldiers that volunteered for this mission,” said Shute.  
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