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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  


   
Utah Army National Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 211th Aviation Departs for Iraq Feb. 20
 

SALT LAKE CITY — Approximately 200 Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 211th Army Aviation Regiment will depart from the Utah Air National Guard Base, Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 10:00 a.m., on the first leg of their 12-month deployment.

From Utah the 211th will travel to Fort Sill, Okla., for several weeks of specialized training before heading overseas.  Their primary mission will be air movement of distinguished visitors, as well as movement of equipment and personnel throughout the Middle East.
“Our end state is to provide required aviation support in order for U.S. Forces to establish a sovereign government in Iraq as well as peace and stability in the Middle East,”  said Lt. Col. LaMar Blair, commander of the 2-211th. “Our Soldiers are highly motivated and ready to work along side with the people of this region to achieve peace and stability in the Middle East.”
Soldiers from Utah’s 2-211th and New Jersey’s 2-104th will make up Task Force 2-211th General Support Aviation Battalion (GSAB).  These Citizen-Soldiers include police officers, educators, college students, college instructors, mechanics, counselors, customer service representatives, environmental engineers and others.  

There will be a departure ceremony at 9:00 a.m.  Media desiring to cover the unit’s departure should arrive at the base by 8:45 a.m. for the ceremony and departure.

 

Media Notes:  The Utah Air National Guard Base is located at 765 N. 2200 W. (just east of Salt Lake International Airport).  Expect heavy traffic as you access the base, so please plan accordingly.  Contact Lt. Col. Lisa Olsen at (801) 891-2838 for additional base information.
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