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Utah National Guard’s Embedded Training Team Departs for Afghanistan Duty Jan. 23.
 

DRAPER, Utah — Approximately 20 Soldiers of the Embedded Training Team will depart Utah, Wednesday, Jan. 23, on the first leg of their 12-month deployment.

From Utah the Embedded Training Team (ETT) will travel to Fort Riley, Kansas for several weeks of specialized training before heading overseas.  Embedded Trainers mentor the Afghan National Army (ANA) to conduct sustained, independent Counter Insurgency operations in Afghanistan to assist the ANA to defeat terrorism within its borders.

The ETT will be responsible for training and mentoring the ANA in leadership, staff and support functions.  This includes the: planning, assessing, supporting and executing of operations and training doctrine, tactics, techniques and procedures.

Guard Soldiers are well suited for this mission since they have extensive experience in a wide variety of environments and have a wide-skill set due to their dual role as citizen-Soldiers. These skills allow members of the National Guard to better interact with the military, community leaders and civilians.

“Our team has been conducting intensive training over the last four months specifically aimed at preparing us for this mission.  Some of that training includes studying the history, culture and customs of Afghanistan, the Dari language, convoy operations, military operations in urban terrain and weapons training,” said Maj. Tyler Smith, Commander. 

Soldiers will depart by bus for their deployment mobilization site Wednesday, Jan. 23 at 8:00 a.m. from the north parking lot of the Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters.  Media desiring to cover the unit’s departure should arrive by 7:30 a.m.

 

Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (Frontage road east of I-15).  Media may use visitor parking in front of the building’s main entrance and must receive a visitor badge.
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