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Press Release Archive
Utah National Guard Receives a $20,000 Donation from TriWest

DRAPER, Utah – Utah National Guard will receive a $20,000 donation from TriWest Tuesday, December 11, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.  The funds will be used to assist military members and their families during financial hardship.


TriWest Healthcare Alliance, who administers the TRICARE program for military Service members and their families in the 21-state West Region, will make the donation to the Utah National Guard’s Charitable Trust, a non-profit organization that provides emergency assistance to Soldiers, Airmen and their families who find themselves in financial hardship.
Ms. Alice Demarais, TriWest's Market Vice-President for the states of AZ, ID, MT, NM, West TX and UT and Mr. Tom Eurek, TriWest's Service Area Director for UT, will personally travel to Utah to make the donation.  “(TriWest) would really like to get this contribution in the hands of the Utah National Guard’s Charitable Trust so it can be used for the NG families, especially those in need during this time of year so they can use it during the holidays,” Eurek said. 
The Trust gives families who have exhausted all other available resources the ability to work their way to greater financial and emotional stability.  In its three-year history, the Trust has given aid to more than 100 military families, fulfilling a critical role in easing the financial strains that come to those who sacrifice for their country.

The Trust has numerous volunteers who have provided valuable financial counseling to military families in financial hardship.  They have helped families reduce debt and eliminate unnecessary expenses, effectively giving them the tools they need to move toward self-reliance. 

Here are a few examples of how these emergency relief funds are used: 
-more-
• To cover transportation to, and lodging costs at, military treatment facilities for a spouse of an Airmen or Soldier who has been seriously injured while on active duty overseas. 

• Families of Airmen or Soldiers deployed for combat or a military school often struggle with meeting basic needs due to the difference between their military and civilian salaries. In such cases, the Trust will provide families in need with grocery-store gift cards.  

• Emergency home repairs represent a significant burden for the spouse of a deployed Airman or Soldier.  Broken pipes, major appliance breakdowns, and unexpected car repairs are commonplace occurrences for military families.  In many cases a member of the National Guard will perform the repairs so that the only cost to the Trust is for materials. 

To make a donation to the Charitable Trust please contact Mrs. Tonia Johnson from the Utah National Guard Family Programs Office at (801) 523-4219.

Media Notes: The ceremony will take place in the Honorary Colonel’s room of the Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters, which is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Capt. Karen Nuccitelli at (801) 380-8117 for additional information.
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