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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Utah Guard Lieutenant Colonel Michael Norton Promoted to Colonel

and Appointed Director of U.S. Property and Fiscal Office
DRAPER, Utah — Lieutenant Colonel Michael J. Norton of the Utah National Guard was promoted to colonel recently at a ceremony at the Guard’s Draper headquarters.
There were two unusual aspects of the event honoring Norton, a Sandy resident who grew up in Salt Lake City. First, the ceremony took place in the Utah Guard’s Draper maintenance shop inside a chamber normally used for painting vehicles; the other was that more than 200 people crammed into those tight quarters to show their support for Norton. For many observers it was the largest turnout for a promotion ceremony in recent memory.

Utah Guard Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet noted the size of the group in his comments before the promotion order was read.

“This crowd here is just an indicator of the regard in which we hold this officer,” said Tarbet. “You could walk up and down this building for a week and not find anybody who will say a bad thing about Mike Norton. We are all privileged to serve with him.”

Norton’s wife Tammy, four of their five children and his parents, Jerry and Kathleen Norton, were on hand for the ceremony.
After Norton was ‘pinned’ by his wife, he shared his thoughts with those in attendance.

“I understand the sacrifice that has been made by a lot of people so that I and others like me could have this opportunity,” he said.
Norton recalled a recent trip to the barber shop while in uniform. A young boy named Michael came up to him to shake his hand and thank him for his service. Norton caught the eye of the boy’s mother who mouthed the words, ‘Thank you.’
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“I realize that I was being thanked as an individual because of the collective goodness of Soldiers in uniform,” said Norton. “Let me say thanks to all of you who make this uniform mean something.”

Norton’s parents beamed with pride during and after the ceremony. His father Jerry served in the Guard for 35 years, retiring as a lieutenant colonel.

“It’s been an incredible day,” said the senior Norton, who strongly encouraged his son to join the Guard. “He has worked really hard. He has always been people person and looked out for all of his troops. We’re so very proud of him.”
With this promotion, Norton, who has served as director of logistics for the Utah Guard since 2003, will take over for Col. Ted Frandsen as director of the U.S. Property and Fiscal Office. He will be responsible for budget and property accountability for the Utah National Guard.

Norton enlisted in the Utah National Guard as an artilleryman in 1981 and was commissioned in 1987. In his career he has served as fire direction officer, battery commander, operations officer, executive officer, secretary to the general staff and maintenance director.
For questions, please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052.
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