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Press Release Archive
New Staff Director for Utah Air National Guard Named

SALT LAKE CITY – Lieutenant Colonel Kurt R. Davis has been selected as Director of Staff—Headquarters, Utah Air National Guard.

Davis, a Salem resident, assumed his new position this month, taking over for Col. Bruce Willden, who had served in the position since 2002.Willden will retire in 2008 after 32 years of service.

Davis’s new duties will include serving as principal advisor to the adjutant general on matters concerning the U.S. Air Force and Air National Guard. He will also serve as the full-time representative and spokesperson of the Utah Air National Guard senior leadership on the Utah National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters staff.

Responsible for directing, supervising, training, and coordinating the Air staff, he will assist the adjutant general in carrying out programs, policies and plans affecting the 1,500 members of the Utah Air National Guard.

Davis is a 1984 graduate of Spanish Fork High School. He enlisted in the Utah Air National Guard in 1989 where he began his career as a KC-135E crew chief. He was commissioned at the Air National Guard Academy of Military Science in Knoxville, Tenn., in 1991 and graduated from Specialized Undergraduate Navigator Training in 1992 as a KC-135E navigator.

After graduating from BYU in 1993, Davis continued to fly as a navigator with the Utah Air Guard part time while working for Physicians Accounting and Management Systems in South Jordan. He was hired as a full-time technician with the Utah Air Guard in 1996 where he has served as an instructor and evaluator navigator, planner, chief of scheduling and current operations, public affairs officer, executive officer and most recently as the state partnership program coordinator with the country of Morocco.
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Davis is a veteran of Operations Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Freedom, Allied Force (Kosovo, Yugoslavia), Joint Forge (Bosnia-Herzegovina), Joint Guard (Bosnia), Joint Endeavor (Bosnia), Uphold Democracy (Haiti) and Northern Watch (Iraq).

The son of the late W. Don and Beverly Davis, of Salem, Davis and his wife Vickie have five children.
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