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Colonel Dana R. Yetton Retires from the National Guard after 31 Years

DRAPER, Utah — After 31 years of service in the Army National Guard, Rhode Island native Col. Dana R. Yetton, commander of 97th Aviation Troop Command, Utah National Guard, marked his official retirement from the military at a ceremony held recently at the Utah Guard’s Draper headquarters auditorium.

Just days earlier the 97th held a change-of-command ceremony in which Lt. Col. Rodney S. Robinson assumed command of the unit, taking over for Yetton who had been at the helm since 2005. 

Yetton, who grew up in North Kingstown and Warwick, R.I., and currently a resident of Sandy, Utah, enlisted in the Rhode Island National Guard in 1976 as an infantryman. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 1981 and completed training as a UH-1 Huey helicopter pilot in 1983. He transferred to the Utah National Guard in 1993.
Yetton’s career included command of the 253rd Air Traffic Control Company and Company G, 122d Aviation Battalion (R.I.); the 211th Aviation Regiment and 97th Aviation Troop Command (Utah). He also served as a cavalry scout, section sergeant, section leader, executive officer, personnel officer, operations officer and Utah Guard Director of Aviation and Safety. 

At the retirement ceremony, Utah National Guard Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet presented Yetton with the Legion of Merit and complimented him on his tremendous service.
“He is from a small state that produces great people,” he said. “As a personnel officer, he played a key role in consistent and incessant mobilizations in the last few years.” 

And citing the recent crash of an Apache helicopter on a training flight in which two Utah Guard pilots lost their lives, Tarbet praised Yetton’s actions in the aftermath of the tragedy.

“He was there. He discharged his duties with fidelity. He was a stand-up guy and represented the Aviation community in a professional way,” said Tarbet.
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Yetton’s father Harry, a helicopter crewman and 20-year veteran of the Navy, traveled from Rhode Island to attend the ceremony. He told of the military legacy of their family which included service with the Rough Riders, in World War II, Korea, the Cuban Missile Crisis and Vietnam, including Yetton’s father-in-law’s two years in a German prison camp during World War II.

“The best verbal award you could hope for in the Navy was a ‘Well done,’ recalled the senior Yetton with emotion. “Dana, from an old sailor and a very, very proud father, ‘Well done.’

Master of ceremonies Lt. Col. Rodney Robinson told the audience of Yetton’s trademark, constant concern over the impact of Guard service on Soldiers’ families.

“You have demonstrated that there is more to life than just the uniform,” he said. “It is inspiring to see a man with balance and proper priorities.”

To conclude the program, Yetton acknowledged the impossible task of summing up a long, rewarding career into some brief remarks.

“You can’t put 31 years of service into a few minutes,” he said.

“My uncle, Command Sgt. Maj. Yetton, took my silver dollar and my first salute,” said Yetton, remembering the day he was commissioned. “And he took a couple of minutes and explained to me the importance of the NCO (noncommissioned officer) corps.”

“Those few words served me well,” continued Yetton. “You can’t be successful in the military without surrounding yourself with good NCOs and allowing them to do what they’re good at.”

Hired as a full-time Utah National Guard employee at a job fair in Rhode Island, Yetton expressed appreciation to those who gave him the chance to have “wonderful opportunities here in Utah.”

To his wife Ann, Yetton said, “You just can’t say enough words but to say ‘Thank you.’”

“And out of all these great experiences, all of them [pale] in comparison to my greatest honor: To have three wonderful sons,” Yetton concluded, “They have grown up to be three tremendous men. The Guard was great, but my family has been unbelievable.”

Yetton will continue his service as a civilian employee of the Utah National Guard, working as its safety manager.
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