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Colonel Michael R. Liechty Promoted to Brigadier General
DRAPER, Utah — Colonel Michael R. Liechty, commander of I Corps Artillery, Utah National Guard, was promoted to brigadier general at a ceremony at Draper headquarters Nov. 1.
A resident of Providence, Liechty was surrounded by his immediate and extended family at the event  with the exception of his brother, Command Sgt. Maj. James Liechty, who is currently deployed to Iraq as a member of the Utah Guard’s First Battalion, 145th Field Artillery.

At the ceremony, Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, adjutant general of the Utah National Guard, a Cache Valley native himself, praised Liechty and his family for their commitment to serving our State and Nation.
“This is a classic Guard family. I think this is a wonderful pair of brothers who have served us well,” he said, referring to both Michael and James Liechty. “We consider them a part of our ‘Band of Brothers.’”
“We know he has missed birthdays and anniversaries [due to his Guard service], and we expect there will be more in the future,” continued Tarbet, acknowledging the great support that Liechty’s wife Karen has given and will continue to give to her Soldier-husband.

“We promote people not based on what they’ve done—although that is important—but it’s what they’ll do in the future,” explained Tarbet. “Mike has such great promise to serve this organization, the State and the Nation.”
After the promotion order was read, Karen Liechty replaced the colonel’s eagle insignia on her husband’s uniform with a general’s star, and his mother, Lorraine Liechty Olsen, did the same on his field cap.

After his ‘pinning,’ Liechty thanked his family for their support and sacrifice and acknowledged his father, Roy Liechty, and father-in-law Arthur Jackson, both of whom have passed away.

“The Guard has been a major part of my life,” he said. “I see this [promotion] as an opportunity to continue to serve.” 
-more-

Liechty joined the U.S. military in 1970 and was commissioned at the Utah Military Academy’s Officer Candidate School in 1982. His many military assignments include battery and battalion commander, chief of staff and deputy commander of I Corps Artillery and commander of Army Garrison Camp Williams.
Liechty’s full-time civilian employment is with Cache County School District in North Logan where he is deputy superintendent. 

Assuming command of I Corps in March 2007, Liechty is responsible for policies, programs and training of more than 9,000 active and reserve-component Soldiers.

Perhaps proudest of all at the ceremony was Liechty’s mother Lorraine, who has two sons and two grandsons in the Guard, and her husband Roy served in the Army in World War II.

“They love their country; they really do,” she said of all her Soldiers.

“We’re really impressed and glad for Michael,” continued Lorraine. “This is quite an opportunity and it took a lot of hard work. He joined the Guard right out of high school.”

And remembering her son in Iraq she added, “Pray for Jim and his men. There are 640 of those boys over there.”
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