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Press Release Archive
Colonel Linda Higgins Retires from the Utah National Guard
DRAPER, Utah — Colonel Linda Higgins, commander of the Utah National Guard’s 97th Troop Command, will retire from the military in a official ceremony Sunday, Nov. 4, at 2 p.m. at Juan Diego High School in Draper.

A 30-year veteran of the Utah Guard, Higgins, of Alpine, was one of two females in the Utah National Guard who were the first to earn their Airborne “jump wings” in 1978 as members of the 19th Special Forces Group. She was also the first female from a non-medical branch to be promoted to colonel in the Utah National Guard.

Higgins has served in her current position since 2005. She joined the Utah National Guard in 1977 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in 1980. In her career she has served as a personnel officer, training officer, logistics officer, detachment commander, company commander and battalion commander.

As commander of the 128th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, she deployed with her Soldiers to Bosnia in support of Operation Joint Endeavor in 1997.

Higgins’ parents are Wayne and Barbara Pederson, of Salt Lake City.

Colonel Edward Gundersen, of West Jordan, will succeed Higgins as commander of 97th Troop Command. In 2003-04, as commander of the 142nd Military Intelligence Battalion, he led his 200 Soldiers in Iraq as they fulfilled intelligence missions in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Media Notes: Juan Diego High School is located at 300 E. 11800 S. in Draper. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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