News Release

________________________________________________________________

Utah National Guard, 12953 S. Minuteman Drive, Draper, UT 84020, (801) 523-4407

1 October 2007


         Contact:  Maj. Hank McIntire, (801) 716-9052
Release 07-049           




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah Army National Guard Command Sgt. Major Dell Smith Retires after 36 Years

DRAPER, Utah — Command Sgt. Maj. Dell Smith, senior noncommissioned officer of the Utah Army National Guard, will retire from the military in an official ceremony Thursday, Oct. 4, at 2 p.m., at the Draper headquarters auditorium.

Having served in his current position since 2001, Smith, a Springville resident and Cache Valley native, grew up in Brigham City and is a 36-year veteran of the Utah Guard. During his career he served as supply sergeant and personnel sergeant with the 145th Field Artillery, enlisted personnel manager for the deputy chief of staff for personnel and as command sergeant major of the 97th Troop Command.

In announcing Smith’s retirement, Utah National Guard adjutant general Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet paid tribute to him for his dedicated years of service.

“Command Sgt. Maj. Smith has taught me much, represented the noncommissioned officer corps with distinction and has been a tireless advocate for the welfare of Soldiers and Airmen in the Utah National Guard,” said Tarbet. “He and his wife, Connie, are remarkable examples of service and devotion to others. He has been a wise counselor, true patriot, champion of our enlisted ranks and a great friend. I will miss his friendship more than I can express.
Smith’s parents are Leon and Glenna Smith and his parents-in-law are Dallas and Joann Penrod, all of Brigham City.

Command Sgt. Maj. Bruce D. Summers, will take over for Smith, coming over from I Corps Artillery, where he has served as the command sergeant major there since October 2006.

Summers, a Richfield resident, enlisted in the Utah National Guard in 1971. During his career he has served with the 140th, 145th , 222nd Field Artillery and I Corps Artillery as a section chief, platoon sergeant, intelligence sergeant and operations sergeant major.

Prior to his most recent stint with I Corps, Summers was the senior noncommissioned officer of the 222nd. The Triple Deuce returned from an 18-month deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in June 2006.

“Command Sgt. Maj. Summers is a proven leader, a wonderful mentor and a Soldier of great distinction,” said Tarbet of Smith’s replacement.

Summers leaves his civilian employment at Flying J in Richfield to assume his new full-time duties in Draper.

Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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