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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Fallen Utah Guard Pilots Identified
DRAPER, Utah — It is with deep sadness that the Utah National Guard announces the deaths of Chief Warrant Officer James R. Linder and Chief Warrant Officer Clayton S. Barnes, who died Monday after their AH-64 Apache helicopter crashed near Fairfield, Utah, while on a training flight.
As members of First Battalion, 211th Aviation, both men were veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom, having served in Afghanistan in 2004-2005.

Linder, 33, was an instructor pilot and full-time employee of the Utah National Guard. A West Jordan resident, he joined the Utah National Guard in 1999.

A native of Arizona, Linder grew up in Sandy and graduated from Brighton High School in 1992. He was a graduate of the University of Utah in mechanical engineering and leaves behind a wife and three children.

Linder’s military awards include the Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Ribbon, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary and Service Medals and Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” (mobilization) device.
A traditional Guardsmen (one weekend a month, two weeks a year) Barnes, 30, lived in Payson and was enrolled at the University of Utah this fall for courses in preparation for attending Creighton Dental School in Omaha, Neb.
Barnes grew up in Orem, was an Eagle Scout and graduated from Mountain View High School in 1995. He served an LDS mission to the Philippines, attended Utah Valley State College and graduated from Brigham Young University with a degree in biology. He leaves a wife and three children.
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Military awards for Barnes include the Air Medal with “V” device for valor, Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal, National Defense  Service Ribbon, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary  and Service Medals and the Combat Action Badge.
While funeral arrangements for the Soldiers are pending, both will be laid to rest with full military honors provided by the Utah National Guard.
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