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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah Army National Guard Helicopter Crashes, Both Pilots Killed

DRAPER, Utah — A Utah Army National Guard AH-64 Apache helicopter went down in western Utah County near Fairfield about 8:20 p.m. Monday. The two pilots on board the routine training mission, both members of First Battalion, 211th Aviation, died as a result of the crash.
The cause of the crash is unknown, and officials from the U.S. Army Aviation Center in Fort Rucker, Ala., are en route to the scene to investigate.
Identities of the pilots have not been released. Both were veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom, having deployed to Afghanistan with the 1-211th in 2004-2005.

“I’m deeply saddened by the loss of these veteran pilots,” said Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, adjutant general of the Utah National Guard. “Our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this difficult time. We as a Guard family pledge all we can do to assist and comfort them as we share in their loss. The citizens of this State can be extremely grateful for the service to the State and Nation that these fine aviators have given.”
Tarbet will be available at 1 p.m. today at Draper Headquarters to provide public comment.
The Utah National Guard will release more details as they become available.
Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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