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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah Air National Guard Support Miner Rescue Efforts
SALT LAKE CITY—At the request of Governor Jon Huntsman, with great assistance from Governors Haley Barbour, Mississippi and Kathleen Sebelius, Kansas, an airlift has been coordinated, within hours of receiving the request for help, for a vital piece of underground video equipment to use in the rescue efforts of six miners trapped in the Crandall Canyon Coal Mine near Huntington, Utah.

The Utah Air National Guard will provide support today at the Guard Base in that airlift.  Airmen from the 151st Air Refueling Wing are preparing for the arrival of a C-17 Globemaster III from the 172nd Airlift Wing of the Mississippi Air National Guard. The C-17 is transporting the equipment used by Substrata Camera Services of Knoxville, TN from its current location in Topeka, KS.

“This equipment will allow me to position a camera in the mine and assess the situation from a whole, 360-degree angle,” A.L. Clark, a technician with Substrata Camera Services said by telephone before boarding the aircraft bound for Salt Lake City. “Rescue crews will have a better idea of what they are dealing with once we are on site and online.”

“It is important for people to realize that there are Guardsmen from many states who have these families in their thoughts and prayers and are working hard to help them in any way  they can,” said Maj. Gen. Brian L. Tarbet, Adjutant General of the Utah National Guard. “This has been a multi-state effort, and it is amazing at how fast it has gotten done.”  

The equipment is expected to arrive at the Utah Air National Guard Base at approximately 8:30 p.m. Media interested in covering this event should arrive at the base 30 minutes prior to its scheduled arrival.  If you have questions please contact Lt. Col. Kurt Davis at (801) 520-0325. 
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