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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Disposes of Unexploded Ordnance at Camp Williams
CAMP WILLIAMS — The Utah National Guard disposed of a World War II-vintage unexploded artillery round in the area of Camp Williams’ northern boundary above Rose  Canyon today.

The eight-inch artillery shell was discovered recently about 100 feet off the military reservation by Camp Williams officials surveying the area during wildfire-mitigation preparations. Officials estimate that the round had been sitting in place for decades.

Because the round was located in an area under the jurisdiction of Salt Lake County, the Unified Fire Authority assumed command of the incident and supervised the demolition.

The demolition was carried out by the 151st Air Refueling Wing Explosives Ordnance Disposal team of the Utah Air National Guard.

To minimize the potential hazard of attempting to transport the munition to another area, officials determined that the safest course of action was to destroy it in place.

A bulldozer and operator from the 115th Engineer Group of the Utah National Guard constructed a dirt berm around the munition to channel debris incident to the explosion, and firefighting crews from Unified Fire, the Utah Air National Guard and Camp Williams were in place in the event of a brush fire. Nearby homes were also evacuated as a precaution.
The round was rendered safe at 10:48 a.m. today with no damage to personnel or property.

Media Notes:  For more information, please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052.
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