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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard’s 1-145th Field Artillery Departs for Iraq Duty
DRAPER, Utah — Approximately 450 Soldiers of First Battalion, 145th Field Artillery, will depart Utah Tuesday, June 12, on the first leg of their 12-month deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

From Utah the 1-145th will travel to Fort Bliss, Texas, for several weeks of specialized training before heading overseas. Their assignment will be to fulfill military police duties at a yet-to-be-identified detention facility in their assigned area of operations.

The 1-145th (First of the 145th) consists of Alpha Battery (Logan); Alpha Battery, Detachment 1 (Brigham City); Bravo Battery (Manti); Charlie Battery (Spanish Fork); Charlie Battery, Detachment 1 (Fillmore); and Service and Headquarters Batteries (Camp Williams).

Send-off celebrations will be held at the following locations prior to the 1-145th departure: 

· Brigham City, Saturday, June 9, at 9 a.m. — Program at Brigham City Hall

· Fillmore, Monday, June 11, at 11 a.m. — Meal at Territorial Statehouse Park for Soldiers and families only, followed by a program open to the public

· Manti, Monday, June 11, at 11 a.m. — Parade on Main Street followed by a barbecue at City Park for Soldiers and families only
· Spanish Fork, Monday, June 11, at 1 p.m. — Parade from Macey’s along Main Street to City Park 
Soldiers will arrive in buses at the Utah Air National Guard Base between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m. and board separate charter aircrafts at the Base at approximately 11:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 12 noon.

Media desiring to cover the unit’s departure should arrive at the base by 8:30 a.m.

Media Notes:  The Utah Air National Guard Base is located at 765 N. 2200 W. (just east of Salt Lake International Airport). Expect heavy traffic as you access the Base, so please plan accordingly. Contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
-30-

