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Utah National Guard Announces Senior-Leader Changes
DRAPER, Utah — As Spring 2007 begins, top-level leadership in the Utah National Guard is experiencing changes as longtime leaders move on while others accept additional responsibilities.

I Corps Artillery

Brig. Gen. Patrick D. Wilson, commander of I Corps Artillery, relinquished command to Col. Michael R. Liechty in a recent ceremony at Camp Williams.

A resident of Richfield, Wilson has led I Corps since March 2001. Concurrently with that assignment he also served as deputy commanding general of the United States Army Artillery School at Fort Sill, Okla. In his civilian employment he is business administrator for Sevier School District in Richfield. 

At the change-of-command ceremony, Wilson thanked his family, praised his Soldiers and lauded their families as heroes.

“I’ve had a fairy-tale career and this assignment has been a highlight,” said Wilson. “You Soldiers live the Army values every day and are a model of patriotism and service. It’s been an honor to work for you.”

Wilson has accepted a new assignment as deputy commanding general, U.S. Army Pacific, Fort Shafter, Hawaii.
Prior to taking the helm of I Corps Artillery, Liechty, of Providence, was commander of Camp Williams Training Site. His full-time civilian employment is with Cache County School District in Logan where he is deputy superintendent. 
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With his new military assignment Liechty will assume responsibility for policies, programs, and training of more than 9,000 active and reserve-component Soldiers.

“The Nation depends on us,” said Liechty to his Soldiers as he assumed command. “We will move forward and accept any mission assigned to us. I have confidence in the people we have here that we’ll continue to progress.” 

Assistant Adjutant General – Army 

Brig. Gen. Bruce C. Frandsen, Assistant Adjutant General – Army, Utah National Guard, was selected recently as deputy commanding general, U.S. Army Maneuver Support Center, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

Frandsen, of American Fork, will continue in his current assignment with the Utah Guard and assume the new post as an additional duty.

His responsibilities at Fort Leonard Wood will include overseeing the training and equipping of the more than 40,000 Engineer, Chemical, and Military Police Soldiers in the Army National Guard nationwide.

The three-year assignment will also involve advising military planners in the transformation of Engineer units to a more deployable, modular structure, given the recent history of Soldiers’ more frequent deployments overseas and the necessity to perform missions outside their traditional specialties.

Frandsen believes that this opportunity will help benefit the Utah Guard in many ways.

“One of the things that interested me most about this position was the transformation of the Engineer Corps and how it affects the traditional National Guard Soldier,” said Frandsen about his motivation for applying for the job. “I also wanted to make sure that the Guard perspective is heard.”

“Keeping your finger on the pulse allows Utah to have a voice in forums, councils and committees,” added Frandsen. “Whenever a senior officer can get involved in national issues, it can’t help but be of benefit back home.”

State Command Sergeant Major

Command Sgt. Maj. Dell Smith, senior noncommissioned officer in the Utah Army National Guard, will retire in January 2008, having served in this position since 2001.
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Smith, of Springville, is a 36-year veteran of the Utah Guard, having served as cannoneer, supply sergeant and personnel sergeant with the 145th Field Artillery and as command sergeant major of 97th Troop Command.

In announcing Smith’s retirement, Utah National Guard adjutant general Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet paid tribute to his fellow Cache County native for his dedicated years of service.

“He has taught me much, represented the noncommissioned officer corps with distinction and has been a tireless advocate for the welfare of Soldiers and Airmen in the Utah National Guard,” Tarbet said.

Command Sgt. Maj. Bruce D. Summers, will take over for Smith, coming over from I Corps Artillery, where he has served as the command sergeant major there since October 2006.

Summers, a Richfield resident, enlisted in the Utah National Guard in 1971. During his career he has served with the 140th, 145th , 222nd and I Corps Artillery as a section chief, platoon sergeant, intelligence sergeant and operations sergeant major.

Prior to his most recent stint with I Corps Summers was the senior noncommissioned officer of the 222nd. The Triple Deuce returned from an 18-month deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in June 2006.

“Command Sgt. Maj. Summers is a proven leader, a wonderful mentor and a Soldier of great distinction,” said Tarbet of Smith’s replacement.

Summers will leave his civilian employment at Flying J and assume his new full-time duties with the Utah Guard in late fall 2007.
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