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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Military Intelligence Soldier to Receive Purple Heart Feb. 10

DRAPER, Utah — First Sergeant  Steven B. Cochran, Charlie Company, 141st Military Intelligence Battalion, Utah National Guard, will be awarded the Purple Heart in a ceremony Saturday, Feb. 10 at 2 p.m. at Draper Headquarters auditorium.

Cochran, a Herriman resident, was wounded in August 2003 in Fallujah, Iraq, after he came under fire by enemy rocket-propelled grenade, small-arms and automatic machine-gun fire. He was wounded in the head and right hand from flying shrapnel fragments.

Despite his injuries Cochran took immediate action to protect his fellow Soldiers and secure the area for the evacuation of one severely wounded Soldier by returning fire and neutralizing the threat.

At the time of the incident Cochran was deployed with the 141st in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was treated for his wounds and quickly returned to duty. He still carries shrapnel embedded in his right index finger as a result of his injuries.

The Purple Heart ceremony will immediately precede the previously announced change-of-command ceremony of the 300th Military Intelligence Brigade, where Col. Jeffrey F. Mitchell will relinquish command to Lt. Col. Val L. Peterson.

Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (Frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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