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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard’s 300th Military Intelligence Brigade

Conducts Change of Command Ceremony Feb. 10
DRAPER — The 300th Military Intelligence Brigade (Linguist) of the Utah National Guard will conduct a change-of-command ceremony Saturday, Feb. 10, at 2 p.m. at Draper Headquarters auditorium.
At the ceremony, Col. Jeffrey F. Mitchell will officially relinquish command of the Brigade to Lt. Col. Val L. Peterson.
A native of Preston, Idaho, and resident of Centerville, Mitchell has led the 300th since October 2004. In his civilian employment he is the director of SM Consulting’s Salt Lake office.
Mitchell is a German and French linguist, and during his 28-year military career he has served as a company and battalion commander, executive officer and was commander of Task Force Utah, the contingent of more than 500 Utah Guard Soldiers and Airmen sent to the Gulf Coast region to assist with recovery efforts following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005.
Under Mitchell’s command, his Soldiers have served in numerous locations throughout the world in support of Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, and Noble Eagle. His follow-on assignment will be Army National Guard Senior Intelligence Officer for National Guard Bureau.
Peterson, of Orem, joined the Utah National Guard in 1984. He is a Spanish linguist and among his many military assignments within the 300th has served as a company and battalion commander, training officer and executive officer.

Peterson, whose full-time civilian employment is as vice president for administration and legislative affairs at Utah Valley State College, will assume command of more than 1,200 Soldiers from Utah, California, Florida, Louisiana and Washington state.
Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (Frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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