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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Former Utah National Guard Adjutant General Passes Away
DRAPER, Utah — Retired General Maurice L. Watts, former adjutant general of the Utah National Guard, passed away Friday, Nov. 17.

Watts, an Army artillery officer in World War II, led the Utah National Guard as adjutant general from 1964 to 1980. 
An influential figure in military and civilian communities, Watts’ accomplishments during his tenure included consolidation of land areas at Camp Williams under state ownership, ordering the microfilming of official Utah National Guard records and overseeing construction of new armory facilities throughout the state to include Camp Williams and the Salt Lake Air Base. 
At his retirement in 1980, Watts was promoted to lieutenant general by Gov. Scott Matheson in recognition for his leadership and service to the State. No other member in the history of the Utah National Guard has held the rank of lieutenant general.

Funeral services will be held Monday, Nov. 20, in St. George, and Saturday, Nov. 25, in Sandy. Details on the services can be found in the Sunday, Nov. 19, editions of the Salt Lake Tribune and Deseret Morning News.

Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, Adjutant General of the Utah National, has directed that flags at all Utah Guard facilities be flown at half-staff on Monday, Nov. 20, and Saturday, Nov. 25.
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