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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Conducts Operation Vigilant Guard Aug. 29-31
DRAPER, Utah — The Utah National Guard will host and conduct Operation Vigilant Guard, a multiagency, multistate earthquake-response exercise Aug. 29-31 in various locations in Northern Utah.

National Guard members from Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, and North Dakota, as well as representatives from National Guard Bureau, U.S. Army North, Northern Command and FEMA will participate with representatives from state, county, and local government  and first responders.

In total, approximately 300 military and civilian personnel will participate. Some out-of-state participants will relocate temporarily to Utah, while others will remain in their home states to provide command and control, administrative or logistical support for the exercise. 

The scenario calls for a large-magnitude earthquake to hit somewhere in Weber County causing extensive damage to buildings and infrastructure, as well as significant loss of life. The exercise is designed to test the National Guard’s ability to work with and support civilian authorities in response to a natural disaster or civil emergency along the Wasatch Front.

To facilitate military assistance to civil authorities for disaster response, the Utah National Guard will set up a Joint Operations Center (Draper), organize a Joint Task Force (Ogden), and operate a Reception Station (Salt Lake Air Base) for incoming support troops from out of state.

The scenario also calls for the creation of a Joint Information Center (State Capitol) staffed with military and civilian-agency spokespersons and operated under the direction of the governor’s office to serve as a single source of information for the media and the public.

Media Notes: Media are welcome to cover events at the various locations indicated above. For more information please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052.
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