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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Hosts Nationwide Enlisted Soldier Conference Aug. 20-24

DRAPER — The Utah National Guard will host the 35th annual Enlisted Association of the National Guard Conference at the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City Aug. 20-24. An estimated 1,500 Airmen and Soldiers from the 54 states and territories comprising the National Guard nationwide will be in attendance.

Biloxi, Miss., was the original venue for this year’s conference, but damage from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita prevented the conference from being held there. Typically, host states have three or four years to prepare, but under the circumstances Utah offered to host the conference with  only nine months’ notice.

The Enlisted Association of the National Guard is dedicated to promoting the status, welfare and professionalism of enlisted members of the National Guard by supporting legislation that provides adequate staffing, pay, benefits, entitlements, equipment and installations for the National Guard.
Activities during the five days of the conference include addresses by National Guard leaders, discussion forums on issues affecting enlisted Airmen and Soldiers in the National Guard, training classes, committee meetings, motivational speakers, a military-salute concert and various social events.

“This conference is a unique opportunity for Soldiers and Airmen to further their professional development with some training by senior leaders,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Dell Smith, Utah National Guard, one of the chairmen for the event. “It will also allow several thousand people to see Utah, see how we operate and what our values are.”

Media Notes: The event is open to media by appointment. Please contact Sgt. Kelly Collett at (801) 554-4168 for additional information.
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