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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

19th Special Forces Parachute Jump and

  Change of Command Ceremony July 19

CEDAR FORT / CAMP WILLIAMS, Utah — The 19th Special Forces Group (Airborne), Utah National Guard, will conduct a routine airborne operation beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Wednesday, July 19, at Drop Zone Ashau, located approximately two miles northwest of Cedar Fort, Utah.

The operation will consist of airborne-qualified Soldiers completing parachute jumps  into the drop zone from a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter.

Among those participating in the jump will be Col. Andrew C. Burton, South Jordan, outgoing commander of the 19th Special Forces Group (Airborne) along with his son, Pfc. Jason Burton, who completed Airborne School at Fort Benning, Ga., last Friday.

This will be the senior Burton’s final jump and his son’s first jump as members of the 19th.

Later in the day, at 3 p.m., Col. Burton will relinquish command of the 19th to Col. Michael S. Adams in an official ceremony at the Camp Williams Readiness Center.

Burton, a civilian law enforcement officer, has commanded the 19th since 2002. He is concluding a 28-year career in the Utah National Guard where he has served as a battalion commander, operations officer, executive officer and company commander—all with the 19th.

Adams, a career U.S. Army officer, comes to the 19th from Army Special Operations Command where he served as director of the Army Compartmented Element. He has served as a battalion commander, executive officer, detachment commander and platoon leader during his 23-year career.

Media Notes: To access Drop Zone Ashau, take Utah Highway 73 West from I-15 through Lehi and Eagle Mountain. Approximately one mile before reaching Cedar Fort, turn right on the dirt road going northwest. The drop zone is about ¾ of a mile from the highway. Camp Williams is located at 17800 S. Camp Williams (Redwood) Road at the Salt Lake-Utah County line. Once you arrive at the main gate, the security guard will direct you to the Readiness Center. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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