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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Hosts 45th Annual Minuteman Awards Dinner June 14

SALT LAKE CITY — The Utah National Guard will host its 45th Annual Minuteman Awards Dinner Wednesday, June 14, at Salt Lake’s Little America Hotel at 7:30 p.m.

The Honorary Colonels Corps of Utah is sponsoring the event. The Corps is an organization of community leaders who promote goodwill and positive relations between the National Guard and local Utah communities. Members provide annual support for Utah Army and Air National Guard activities such as the Freedom Academy and the Veterans Day Concert.

Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet and Honorary Colonels Corps Commander Brig. Gen. (Ret.) E.J. “Jake” Garn will present Bronze Minuteman awards to Brig. Gen. Ralph Dewsnup, Chief Warrant Officer J. Mike Cottam, Vickie McCall, Thurl Bailey, Casey Kunimura and Darrel Loveland for their individual devoted service to and leadership among the citizens of Utah.

Dewsnup, currently serving as deputy commander of the Utah National Guard’s Joint Forces Headquarters, will retire this month after 39 years of exemplary Guard service. He is credited with strengthening alliances and operational networks between the Utah Air and Army National Guard in an effort to assure the interoperability of systems and procedures to maximize mission success. He is the president of the Dewsnup, King & Olsen law firm in Salt Lake City and has served on numerous civic and professional boards.

Cottam serves as commander and conductor of the Utah National Guard’s 23rd Army Band. In his civilian occupation Cottam serves the community as a teacher, counselor, and prevention specialist with students and families touched by abuse, violence, HIV/AIDS, and loss. For the past two years he has served as the Utah National Guard Freedom Academy director and for the past 15 years has conducted workshops and activities for the Freedom Academy, sponsored by the Honorary Colonels Corps.
-more-
McCall is prominent in Utah’s real estate community. She is a current or past member of several boards to include the International Board of Trustees for Shaken Baby Syndrome, Utah Defense Alliance, Ogden Regional Medical Center and Weber Economic Development Corporation. She is a recipient of the Ogden Weber Chamber of Commerce Big Hat Award, Lifetime Million Dollar Club/Sales Master; Secretary of Defense Award for Outstanding/Meritorious Civilian Service and Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge George Washington Honor Medal.

Bailey is perhaps best known for his basketball career. He twice led teams to win national championships, and his professional basketball career spanned 16 years in the U.S. and overseas. Bailey’s courtesy and integrity both on and off the court and his strong sense of community service resulted in numerous civic and professional awards and earned him the nickname as the NBA’s “Mr. Nice Guy.” Bailey is also an accomplished musician, speaker and storyteller.

Kunimura served as a machine gunner in World War II with the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team, a segregated Japanese-American unit. The “Go for Broke” 442nd was the most highly decorated unit for its size. Kunimura received the Combat Infantry Badge and the Bronze Star. Later he entered federal service with the Atlas and Titan Missile programs. In Vietnam Kunimura served his country again as an advisor to the South Vietnamese Air Force. He is retired from the U.S. Air Force Reserve, having served honorably for 27 years.

Loveland, a member of the Marine Corps’ Carson’s Raiders Battalion, fought at the battles of Midway, Guadalcanal, and Iwo Jima in World War II. He was a short distance away from his fellow Marines as they raised the national colors, which was memorialized in the famous photograph. Loveland will receive the Bronze Minuteman award for his remarkable achievements and his lifetime of service to the Army and this great nation.

Media Notes: Media are welcome to cover the black-tie event. There will be a receiving line for dignitaries at 6:30 p.m. prior to the dinner.
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