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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Utah National Guard Among First To Respond for Border Mission
DRAPER, Utah — Approximately 55 Soldiers assigned to the 116th Construction Support Equipment Company, Utah National Guard, will deploy to the U.S.-Mexico border Saturday, June 3.

Originally conceived as simply a cooperative effort between the Utah and Arizona National Guards, the mission is now considered part of Operation Jump Start, the effort called for by President George W. Bush to send National Guard troops to the U.S.-Mexico border in a supporting role to federal authorities. 

Soldiers will depart from the Salt Lake Air Base at 11 a.m. via a Wyoming Air National Guard C-130 aircraft and arrive in Yuma, Ariz., on Saturday afternoon.

Accompanying members of the Spanish Fork-based 116th will be selected Soldiers from the 115th Engineer Group, 489th Engineer Detachment and 1457th Engineer Battalion for a two-week period working on lighting, fence and road-building projects in the vicinity of San Luis, Ariz., approximately 25 miles southwest of Yuma.

These Soldiers will conduct what is known as Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) by completing these projects in support of Customs and Border Protection authorities. IRT projects typically take place in local communities where a particular public construction or road-building need exists.

Media Notes: Media representatives should report to the main gate at least one hour prior to departure. The Salt Lake Air Base is located at 765 N. 2200 W. (just east of Salt Lake International Airport). For assistance on the morning of the Soldiers’ departure, please contact 2nd Lt. Wayne Lee at (801) 755-6693. 
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