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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Soldier to Receive Second Bronze Star
CAMP WILLIAMS, Utah — Staff Sgt. Ethan Skarstedt, Battalion Support Company, 1st Battalion, 19th Special Forces Group (Airborne), Utah National Guard, will receive his second Bronze Star in three years at a Camp Williams ceremony Friday, May 5, at 7 p.m.

Skarstedt, who participated in numerous combat patrols overseas, will receive the award for his service in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. He received his first Bronze Star in 2004 for exceptionally meritorious action in Kuwait and Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Mitchell, who led Skarstedt on numerous combat patrols in Iraq and Afghanistan, has nothing but praise for the twice-decorated Soldier and father of four.

“Staff Sgt. Skarstedt is a credit to our unit, and this awarding of his second Bronze Star will allow his family a tribute fitting of his service and tireless dedication to our country,” said Mitchell.

Skarstedt went over and above the call of duty by volunteering to extend his overseas tours several times in order to continue serving, according to Mitchell. And in one case Skarstedt re-upped via a satellite phone somewhere in Afghanistan. 

The Bronze Star Medal is awarded to Soldiers who distinguish themselves by heroic or meritorious achievement or service while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States or while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force.

Media Notes: Camp Williams is located at 17800 S. Camp Williams (Redwood) Road at the Salt Lake-Utah County line. Once you arrive at the main gate, the security guard will direct you to Building 5170. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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