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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah National Guard Holds Reunion Workshops for Families of Returning Soldiers
DRAPER, Utah — The Utah National Guard will hold a series of reunion workshops May 9-11, 2006, for families of deployed Soldiers in Beaver, St. George, Cedar City, Spanish Fork and Draper.

These workshops coincide with the anticipated return this summer of the approximately 500 Soldiers of Second Battalion, 222nd Field Artillery, who deployed in January 2005 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

At the workshops families will receive information on the reunion process, reintegration of Soldiers into home life, communication between spouses, management of expectations and the resources available to families if they have questions or concerns.

“This workshop gives families the tools to recognize potential problems early on,” said Tonia Johnson, a Family Readiness specialist with the Utah National Guard. “And it gives families ways to work together to make the reintegration process a happy one.”

Another important aspect of the workshops is that families will receive information on benefits available to Soldiers as veterans of the Armed Forces and what to watch for as they return from a combat environment.

“Adjusting to home life from combat just doesn’t happen overnight, so we want to help families understand why things are the way they are and help them get back to normal as soon as possible,” said Bart Davis, State Veterans Benefits Advisor for the Utah National Guard.

“We recognize that reunion challenges have existed, and it’s commendable that the National Guard and the Veterans Administration are doing everything they possibly can to help service members and families to readjust,” Davis added.
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The two-hour workshops will be presented at the following places and times:

· Beaver Armory, 12 noon, Tuesday, May 9

· St. George Armory, 6 p.m., Tuesday, May 9

· Cedar City Armory, 10 a.m., Wednesday, May 10

· Richfield Armory, 6 p.m., Wednesday, May 10

· Spanish Fork Armory, 1 p.m., Thursday, May 11

· Draper Headquarters, 6 p.m., Thursday, May 11

Families of service members and others interested in more information on reunion and readjustment are invited and encouraged to attend.

For more information on Reunion Workshops, please contact Tonia Johnson at (801) 523-4219.
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