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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

300th Military Intelligence Brigade Hosts High School Language Olympics Apr. 7

DRAPER, Utah — The Utah National Guard’s 300th Military Intelligence Brigade will host its second annual High School Language Olympics Friday, Apr. 7 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Guard’s Draper headquarters.

Students from East, West, and Highland High Schools in Salt Lake will compete in Spanish, French and German. The competition categories are Gisting, Power Word and Impromptu.

Gisting consists of having contestants listen to short tape recordings and read written texts and then answer questions on the materials from memory.

For Power Word, students will work in teams with one player giving clues for a word written on a card without using identified “taboo” words while their partner tries to guess the word.

The Impromptu category will consist of having team members compose two-minute impromptu speeches in a foreign language with three minutes of preparation after receiving a one-word topic on a card. Partners then provide one-minute summaries of the speech in English.

One of the primary missions of the 300th is to provide language support for Department of Defense activities worldwide. Hosting this event helps showcase the brigade’s language capabilities, builds student excitement for language learning and fosters awareness of career opportunities for linguists in the military.

The first Language Olympics sponsored by the 300th took place in 2001. The five-year gap between competitions is due to the number of deployments Soldiers have fulfilled in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom since then.

Media Notes: The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (Frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire at (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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