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Spc. James Carlson Wins Utah Soldier of the Year
CAMP WILLIAMS, UT —  Spc. James Carlson, Utah Army National Guard, finished as the best of the best who competed for Soldier of the Year.  The Soldier of the Year competition combined tests of physical strength and endurance with written and hands-on tests.  
Carlson, a Sandy resident, was at the top of his group and received the award Mar. 25 at a banquet dinner for participants and their families.
Carlson scored highly in every event of the competition.  He shot expert in the weapons- qualification round.  He received the highest score during the final board, which reflected his determination throughout the competition.
Carlson has served with the National Guard for over four years and within that time he deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom for 18 months and spent a year in Iraq with his unit, the 148th Field Artillery. 
He wrote his essay for the competition about Baron FredrickVon Steuben, who traveled from France during the Revolutionary War to aid America in training their military leaders and commented that it was because of Von Steuben’s training and example that we as a nation were successful in winning the war.
Carlson has an identical twin brother Jonathon, who deployed with him and aided him as a mentor and coach throughout the competition.

-30-
DA photo attached
