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85th Civil Support Team Supports Local HAZMAT Exercise Mar. 16 at E Center

WEST VALLEY CITY, Utah — The 85th Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team (WMD CST), Utah National Guard will participate in a joint HAZMAT response exercise at the E Center from approximately 8 a.m. to 12 noon, Thursday, Mar. 16.

The 85th will assist local first responders in a training scenario which will include the Salt Lake County HAZMAT Alliance, Pioneer Valley Medical Center and Utah State Laboratory in order to validate the capabilities and necessary integration of the Utah National Guard and the local/state first-responder community.

Officials from Fifth Army, the certifying agency for the 85th, will be on hand to observe the unit test new communication and reporting procedures. Fifth Army’s mission is to provide training assistance and support for Reserve Component units in preparation for war and to provide assistance to civilian authorities during peacetime crises.
As part of the scenario, first responders will encounter suspected WMD material inside the E Center and contact the 85th for assistance.

The mission of the 85th is to assist federal, state, and local authorities in the event of a chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear or explosives emergency by identifying hazardous substances, assessing current and projected consequences, advising on response measures and assisting with appropriate requests for state additional support.

Media Notes: The 85th is scheduled to arrive on scene between 8 and 9 a.m. at the

E Center. Please contact Maj. Hank McIntire (801) 716-9052 for additional information.
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