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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Bravo Battery, 1-148th Field Artillery, to Conduct Freedom-Salute, 
Change-of-Command and Change-of-Unit Ceremonies Feb. 25

LOGAN, Utah — Recently returned from service in Iraq, Bravo Battery, 1-148th Field Artillery, Utah National Guard, will conduct Freedom-Salute, change-of-command and change-of-unit ceremonies at Mountain Crest High School auditorium in Logan beginning at 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25.

After welcoming Soldiers, families and guests, the unit will present the “Freedom Salute Award” to each of its approximately 90 Soldiers to publicly acknowledge their service in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The award consists of a commemorative flag and case, a Defender of Freedom Certificate, lapel pins and a commemorative coin. Employers of Soldiers will also be recognized at the ceremony and receive an Employer Freedom Medal and lapel pin.

Soldiers will also receive individual awards for their service in Iraq.

At the change-of-command ceremony, Capt. Darcy W. Burt will relinquish command of Bravo Battery to Capt. Erick R. Wiedmeier. Burt led the unit during its deployment to Iraq in 2004-2005.

The change-of-unit ceremony will consist of transferring Bravo Battery from the 1-148th Field Artillery to the 1-145th Field Artillery and redesignating the unit as Alpha Battery.

The significance of the change-of-unit ceremony is that Bravo Battery was part of a split-state battalion with the bulk of Soldiers and equipment assigned to the Idaho National Guard, and the new Alpha Battery will be incorporated into an existing battalion of the Utah National Guard.

Lt. Col. Dallen Atack, commander of the 1-145th Field Artillery, emphasizes the importance of the new addition to his unit.

“This reorganization gives our battalion 90 combat-tested Soldiers who know what it takes to do the job,” said Atack.

The new unit will be based in Logan and Brigham City.

Media Notes: Mountain Crest High School is located at 255 South 800 East in Hyrum, Utah. On the day of the event please contact Lt. Col. Dallen Atack at (801) 716-9038.
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