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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Utah Guard Hosts Ceremony to Honor Operation Enduring Freedom Veterans Jan. 8
DRAPER, Utah — 97th Troop Command, Utah National Guard, will hold a Freedom-Salute Ceremony for eight Operation Enduring Freedom veterans Sunday, 8 January 2006 at 3 p.m. at the Draper headquarters auditorium.
At the ceremony the 97th will present Soldiers of the 128th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment with the “Freedom Salute Award” to publicly acknowledge their service in support of Operation Enduring Freedom at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from May 2004 to April 2005.

The award consists of a commemorative flag and case, a Defender of Freedom Certificate, lapel pins and a commemorative coin. Employers of Soldiers (Questar Corporation, American Express, Dynatronics and the Utah National Guard) will also be recognized at the ceremony and receive an Employer Freedom Medal and lapel pin.

Under command of Maj. Hank McIntire, the 128th provided public affairs support to Joint Task Force Guantanamo. Their duties included escorting hundreds of national and international media representatives, responding to media requests for information, publishing the task force weekly newspaper, producing video and radio news stories for military media outlets and maintaining and redesigning the task force Web site (www.jtfgtmo.southcom.mil).

Media Notes:  The Utah National Guard’s Draper headquarters is located at 12953 S. Minuteman Drive (Frontage road east of I-15), in Draper. Visitors may park in front of the building’s main entrance and must obtain a visitor badge. Please contact Capt. Chris Patterson at (801) 735-3602 on the day of the ceremony for additional information.
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